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TURKESTANI NATIONALIST LEADER'S ACCOUNT
OF CONDITIONS IN EASTERN TURKESTAN

Eumnary and Comment: In 1992, the Guven Press in Istanbul
published a 96-page book entitled Dogu Turkistan: Tarihi, Cografi
ve Simdiki Durumu (Eastern Turkestan: Its History, Geography, and
Present Condition), written by Mohammed 'Amin Bughra f{or Mehmet
Emin Bugra, as be is known in Turkey)}, the leeder of the Turkestani
Nationslist Party. Before his escape in 1949 from Eastern
Turkestsn (Sinkiang) to Indis, Bughra was deputy governor general
of that province.

Bughra wrote the book in Turkey following hie arrival in
that country from Indis, and, in his introductory remarks, states
that his reason for publishing the book is to enlighten peoples
abroad who, unfortunately, know very little about Eastern
Turkestan. He stresses the fact thst the province should properly : !
be called Eastern Turkestan and not Sinkiang, which is only a
name given to the province by the Chinese when they occupied it

in 1877. The following report gives & brief summary of Bughra's - R
book . \
Bughra seys that the population of Eastern Turkestan is about 8 million, )
96 percent of whom are of Turkic origin and Moslems, including 330,000 Kazakhs
and 65,000 Kirgiz. Of the 310,000 Chirese in Eastern Turkestan, 90,000 are ’
Moslems. According to Bughra, it is erronecus to apply the term Uighur to
the people living in the towns of Eastern Turkestan.
After summarizing events since the Chinese occupation in 1237'{, Bughra
writes that in 1931 he with his two younger brethers; Geucrals Abdullah and
Nurahmet (who were both killed later in clashes with Communist forces), and
a few others organized the Movement for the Liberation of Eastern Turkéstan.
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This movement, according to Bughra, brcke out into open clashes with the
Chinese in April 1933 and lasted until August 1933, st which time the
Chinese forces suppressed the Turkestani untionalict movement. Bughra
cites three reasons for the failure of the Turkestani movement: (l) Soviet
intervention; (2) the intervention of Chinece Moslem Genersl Ma Chung-yin;
and (3) the discord among the Turkesteni nationalist leederc. After the
defeat of the nationalist Turkestanl forces, Bughra fled itc India, where
he stayed 6 months, and then to Afghanistan, vhere he stayed 7 years.

Referring to the atrocities perpetrated by the Scviets in Eastern
Turkestan between 1937 and 1942, Bugkra cays that more than 300,000
persons vere imprisoned during this period and that more than 100,000
met violent death on charges of being British, US, or Jspanese spies,
Trotskyites, or Pan-Turkists. After the withdrawa! of the Soviet forces
from Eastern Turkestan in 1942, tle Chinese government sent General
Wu Chung-hsin to be governor of Eastern Turkestan an? Seners) Chu Shao-
liang as commander in chief of Chinese forces in that province. The
L plan of both these men was to eradicate Turkestsni nsticns. feelings and
o : to strengthen Chinese rule.

In 1943, Bughra moved to Chungking, where, with Tsa Alptekin, another
nationalist leader, he published Turkestani newspapers or wrote articles
for Chinese newspapers advocating the autonomy of Eastsrn Turkestan.
under Chinese sovereignty He says that, at ine insicstence of some Chinese
chauviniets, Chiang Kai-shek refused to approve the resolution of the
Kuomintang granting autonomy to Eaztero Turkestan. Tn October 1945, Bughra
was invited, together with Isa Alptekin and Mesué Sabri. to Urumchi, where
they were to represent the Turkestanis during <he pescs talks between the

e ’ Chinese and the Turkestanis as a resul® of the Turkestani uprieing in
N Kuldja Hsien of Eastern Turkestan. In June 1946. an agreement was signed

] ’ vhereby Eastern Turkestan wss to enjoy local autoacmy under Chinese . ‘ !
' sovereignty.

S At this point Soviet intrigue sterted aga:n, Bughra says, in the furm

> of fomenting discontent among the Turkestsniz sagainst the Chinese author-

ities. To satisfy Turkestam feelings, the Chinese government decided to

approve the appointment of native Turkestanie te the hizhest posts in the
province. Accordingly, Mesud Sabri was appointed govarnor general of
Eastern Turkestan, Alptekin secretary-general of the provincisl govermment,
and Janim Khan, the Kazakh leader, Minisier of Finasnce.

Naturally, Bughra continues, this agreement between the Chinese and the
Turkestanis did not please the Soviet authorities, who i{ried to break it up.
Soon after the formation cf an Eastern Turkestani government composed of 15
Turkestanis and 10 Chinese, as provided by the agreement, acts of sabotage
by pro-Soviet elements started 10 increase However, the Turkestanis did ..\
not enjoy their measure of autonomy very iong, since the threat of Chinese
Communism was increasing dsiiy. 1In the presence of this danpger, the Chungking
government, Bughra says, adopted a queer attitude, repiscing Mesud Sabri,
the Nationslist governor in Eascern Turkestian, vy a Sovier citizen and Isa
Alptekin, the Nationalist secretary-general, by liu Min-chung, 8 Chinese.
To soften up the people. they made Bughra deputy goverror general and Minister
of Reconstruction (1 January 1949}, Burhan, the new povernor geperal, tried
to follow a two-faced policy. On the one hand., ke wa: carrving out all the
instructions of the Chinese authorities, while cn the other he was keeping
in close touch with the Soviet conzul.
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. Since Eastern Turkestan, Bughra saye, depended mostly on 1ts Bxport trade
x,ith Western Turkestan, the Chungking government realized that in the presence
{ f the Chinese Communist menace +he immediate conclusion of a trade agreement
+With the Soviet Unior vwas imperative. It informed the Soviet authorities of
. 1its readiness to conclude an agreement regulating the trede between Eastern
g Turkestan and the USSR and also foreseeing the establichment of a Jjoint Sino-
! Soviet commission for the exploitation of the mines in Eastern Turkestan.
. Instead of the trade agreemernt, the Soviet authoritise offered in their
) counterproposal. three separate agreements: one to regulate the trade between
Eastern Turkestan and the USCR; one with the companies to Operata the oil
vells and other mines; and one to regulste aerisl transportation. The
Chinese delegation, of which Bughra wse & member, met with the Soviet delegation,
and after lengthy negotiatfons, and agreement on air transportation wag signed
in April 1949. Because of the intransigence of the Soviet delegates on the
terms of the other two points. no agreement could be reached,

In the meantime, follewing “he defeat and withdrawal to Taiwan of the
Chinege Nationalist forces, the Chipese Commurciet fifth column in Eastern
' Turkestan stepped up its activity. After the defeat o€ Ma Pu-fang, Nationalist
Chinese Moslem General, by the Chinese Communi sts, Bughre and his associlates
had no alternative but to save themselves by leaving the country for India.
In September 1949, Chinese Communist forces under f-emeral P-eng Teh-hual
occupied Eastern Turkestan. The surrender of the Chinese Nationalist forces
to the Chinese Communist forces vas arrsnged by Aleksapdr Sevilov, the
Soviet consul general in Urumchs

Lieutenant General. Tao-Chih-yueh, commander of the Nationalist Chinese
forces, undertook to persuade the troops under his command ©0 surrender.
Naturally, the majority, seeing no other vay out, coneanted. However,
Generals Ma Chin-shan and Yeh Chin were opposed and decided to leave Eastern
Turkestan.

The information which Bughra was sbla to collact regarding Eastern
Turkestan after his escaps to India 18 based, accerding ¢ hie statements,
on broadcasts of the Urumchi Fadic and op the rarorte of other pergons who
mansged to escape after him from <he rrevincs |

According to the statements of Burhan, the pro-Sovies govarnor of
Bastern Turkestan, as brosdcast by the Urumch: Padic on 2 October 1951,
48,000 parsons vere put to death during ths firzt 2 y=ar: of the Chinege
Communist dccupation, because they were opposed tc Communism; 239 more
were executed between the time of hig staiiment and the end of October.

In addition, 26,000 persons were killed by the Communizt cecurity forees.
Consequently,. the total number killed by ke Communist 1in Eestarn Turkestan
between 1549 and 1951 is about 72,000.

The program of the Chineca Communist, Bughra ssys, ic to change the ' '"'\
ethnic character of Pastern Turkestan by persecuting the Turkestani
population and replacing them with Chinege zetr’are Naturally, the
Soviet authorities do not liks this beceuse they consider Fastsrn Turkestan
rart of their sphere of influence . For <his reasson. thne Chinese Communists
do not want to autagonize them and they say that &2} the nev settlers in
Turkestan "are families of the so’dimrs of “he reorle's army cor families of
soldlers who were kilied in action.” 1In Khotan Hetsn. more than half of the
land was given to the Chinese settlers . The Urumchl radic -eported that
theze sattlers were given wespons to defend themselvas against the attacks
of the 'I‘urke.stani;.
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From an economic standpoint, Eastern Turkeetan is cow entirely under
Soviet influence, About 170 different products of Eastern Turkestan, including
the most important cnes of cotton, wool, cattle, hidss, and foodstuffs, are
purchased entirely by the Soviet trading agency In exchange for these
products, the agency sells Soviet goods to the populaticn. The prices of
local products, as well as ¢f Soviey gocds, are smnnounced daily by the various
chambers of commerce in Eastern Turkestan, which are uoder the influence of
the Soviet trading agency. The lcocal producers canno: demsnd payment in
currency for goods s8old. They have tc barter, thus teing forced to accept
goods for which they have no need.

According to the statements of Shu lLi-chin, second secretary of the
Communist Party ip Urumchi, the following Turkestani leaders have been
executsd: Osman Batur, leader of the Turkestani guerrililss; Janim Khan, former
Minister of Finance; Seyid Ahmed Hoja, former governmor of Akeu; Pazarbey,
former governor of Yarkand; and Nuri Bey, former governcr ¢f Khotan.

According to the Urumchy radio, 46,000 Turkestsris arsa smployed in the
construction of 2,000 ktlometers of h:ghways 1o Eastern Turkestan. Again,
according to the game radio, there are labor campe in Aksu, Khotan, Araturuk,
Karashehr, Urumchi, Kashgar, Muri, and Kuidja. Those who sre in these camps
are building dame or cultivating the so1l given to the (hinese gsettlers.

In 1950, after cccupyipg Fazrarn Turkestan, the Chinece Communist forced
the people to buy more than iQ0 miliizon Turkesssni dollars {i.e.,, one million
US dollare) worth of the so-.cailed victory bonds ané again 6k mi1lion Turkestani
dollars' worth of bonds in 195). In addition, according ic General Yolbars
Bey, who fled to India, they seized 70 of evsry L00 head ¢f livestock belonging
to the Turkeetanis. In 2950, they zeized 80 per:ent of their crops.

i The Urumchi radio reported tha< several perscors wers put to deeth in
< Kutcha, Aksu, Turfan, Karashahr, Yarkand, and Khotan kecauce they incited

the people 2gainct the collection for Korea. The szme radic reported that

thousands of Kazakh families in Eastern Turkestan vere devoting themselves .
to agricuiture. This proves sceording o Bughrs. that their catrle have

been taken away frem these peorise, for *hers {3 no ¥azakh who vould give

up willingly the lucrative and comparatively escy worg ©f ratsing cattle

and devote himself to the hard snd not very remuaarative task cf £11ling

the soil.

The Communist tried to create a rift bstween the grasat landowners and
the landlees farmers, bty promieiag to éiztribute smoug the lstter the lands
of the former. They did not succeed, Bughrs statac, bacaugs the ilandless
Turkektani peasants did not want %o cauvse harm ‘o their felliow compatriots,

i

the landowners. Then the Communists pagsed a rew iaw wha:aby the landowners ) 1
must lease their lands to cer=ain people at a renta. fixed by an official P
committee. In this way <he iands are deing leesed tc “ht Chinese settlers .\1

at very lovw rente. In December :951. sn order wac igeued compelling all

merchants in Esztern Turkestap. under zhreast of heavy rensltiec:, 4c deposit

k all the currency in their posseecion i the banks, Feople are forbidden

' to discure world affairs in Fastern Turkeevan. A young man named Davud
Kadl was sentenced’ to death becauge he told othere thev Turkey hed sent troops
to Korea. A person in Bastsrn Turkestan who had listaned to a broadcast
of the statements made by Fughra tc Voice of Americs representatives in
Cairo vas sentencad to iife imprisopment . Genera! Wang Jen, commander of
the Chinege forces in Eastern Turkestan, admi:ted in a %alk on the Urumchi
radio that cne Chinese Givisicn 1n Aksu alone had iz its poscession 980,000
donums of lard and 300,00C hesd of catzle. In other words, almost all the

! 1and and cattle of the population had been seized by the Chinese troops.

; After the occupation of Easterr Turkectan, the Chineses Coumunists in

October 1951 replaced the cld currency, which had toth Turkestsni and Chinese

I markings, by new currency vith only Chinece markiog:
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According to reports, a Russian army corps of 23,030 men under the coumand
of General Rodanov Rodlonovﬂ. consisting of the Tth, 9th, and 1lth Soviet
divisions, is now in Eastern Turkestan with its headquarters in Kuldja. The
6th and 4th regiments of thie army corps are stationed in Tarbagatal and Ch'eng-
hua hsiens; the 11th and LOth regiments are stetioued tetwesn Urumehi and Kucha;
and the Tth Regiment is placed at strategic spote along the border betwean
Kansu end Fomul {Ha-mi).

In addition, there is the so-called Nationai Fasterrn Turkestan Army Corps,
consisting of 36,000 men. The officisl name of this army corps is the V Army
Corps, and it is under the command of the Russian Ceneral Ligkin. Likewise,
the higher officers of this army corps are all Puscian

Thege two army corps came into Eastern Turkestan cn the pretext of assisting
the Chinese troops to clean up the gusrrila movement. Eowaver. even though the
guerrills movement has bsen suppressed, they confipue tc remain there.

Besides these W0 Soviet -controiied army corps, there are also in Eastern
Turkestan the First Chinese .communist Army, divided into two corps and consisting
of about 70,000 men, and the old Kuomintanyg army :n Fastern Turkestan, consisting
of about 100,000 men, vhich joined the Chinece Comminist forces.

Bughra states that, despite the fact that Burhan is <he governor general

and General Wang is the commander in chief and, a: the same time, chairman of

the Communist Party iu Eastern Turkestan, ihe main rolitical role is played by

vthrqe Russians. These are: Bamincv; the Scviat Consul Genaral in Urumchi ;

Ogulin, the secretary of the Fastern Turkestan branch of *he international
: Communist organizetion and chairman of the Soviet Citizegs Association in
e ) Urumchi; and Nikolayev, the Soviet Consul 1in Kuldja. Thes= three Soviet officials
are present at every meeting of either Eastern Turkestan administration officials
or the Communist Party, Every administrative branch ic fuil of Soviet exparts.
The majority of these sxperts, vho in reality are ‘ha Scviaet fifth column, are
from Western Turkestan, but pretend to bte from Eastern Turkestan. Since the
Eastern and Western Turkestanis speak the same lenguuge, have the same traditions,
and dress in the same attire, the Chinese carnnce is%inguish one from the other.

The Soviets have always trisd to make Rovies cltizens of the inhabitants
of Eastern Turkestan. The Sovi~t authorit v 1¢ fatt ecpecially in the hgiens
arount Kuldja, where nc person ran cenduct businese or he aprointed to a
goverument post unless he 1c a Sovier citizen. Bezsuce of this, many in this
eresa have acquired Soviet citizenship. Ip irumchi elone. accerding to state-
ments made to Bughra by the chisf of poiice Af that city. cver 4,000 Eastern ‘
Turkestanis have been supplied with Soviei DAISPOTTS.

Begides conducting mining expiorations in Fastsrn Turkestan, the Soviets Pl )
are extracting greet quantities of oii from Shilic in Tarpsgatai Hsien. Oil R \
drillings have slready been starte=d in the areas of Keshgav, Kucha, and
Turfan. Creat quantities of wolfram ure extracted in Arachen of Kuldja Hsien,

. and wolfram and wrarium in Jemeney, Koktugsy, &nd Ssrusumbe of Sharasume Hgien.

i Uranium 1s algo being extracted st Tchonds Kutching) of Urumchi Heien. Bughra
saye that he has learned from a reiiab;s Fersen Who arrived racently from
Eastern Turkestan that thousands ~f SeTEONE 4re WOrx1ng cecreatly in mines at
Chat near Kashgar . Bughra states that he had alresdy known of ofl wells, copper
and gold mines in that ares, but adds that the fact tnat mining oprerations are
conducted secretly tends tc preve that a stretegic mineral is being extracted
there. The Urumehi Radi~ repcrted that plans have been drawn up for a more
systematic expleitation of the goid minmes in the arsaz of Knotan. Ysrkand,
Karashahr, end Sharasume.
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According to information received by Bughra, the airfield of Kuldja has
been expanded and provided with underground hangars. Likewise , the old
Soviet airfield at Kumul has been expanded and improved. In addition, the
construction of a new large airfield at Zung Karavul, 4 kilometers north of
Kaghgar, started in March 1950. The construction work, on which 2,000
workers are employed daily, has not yet been completed. It is reported
that the underground installations here are very extensive.

In connection with the atomic piant end tests in Eastern Turkestan,
Bughra says that Russian experts have found two important minerals in the
districts of Jemeney and Koktugay in Sharasume Hsien and that h~ had obtained
specimens of thege minerals, which were uranium and wolfram. According to
further information, the Soviet experts discovered snother very rich uranium
mine in the Kutching district of Urumchi Hsien.

After referring to the Nationalist guerrille lesders Osman Batur, Janim
Khan, Oraz Bay, and Rahmanoglu, all of whom were kiiled in the course of the
resistance movement against the Chipese Communist forces, Bughra states that
there is now in Eastern Turkestan a wall -organized partisap movement which,
despite all the efforts of the Chinese Communist forces, is still very active
and inflicting heavy losses on the Communisgte . Bughra also mentions the
guerrilla bands of Alibey and Hussein Teyji, vhich were active along the
border between Eastern Turkestan and the Chinese province of Tsinghai.
However, in the presence of superior forces toth bande were compelled to flee
to Tibet mnd from there to india.

Finally, Bughra states that all efforts at epreading Communist ideas
among the youth in Eastern Turkestan go far have fr1led. On the contrary,
he asserts, these attempts at Communist indoctrination have gtrengthened ‘
nationalist feelings among the Eastern Turkestan youth.

At the end of his book, Bughra states that the suthenticity of all
information given in his book has been checlhad
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